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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BASS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 13, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable KAREN 
BASS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

In the waning days of the First Ses-
sion of the 116th Congress, help the 
Members of the House, and those of the 
Senate, to act wisely and carefully in 
the important work they do. 

And as our Nation passes through 
this holy season for millions of Ameri-
cans, may there be goodwill in our 
communities, and peace and reconcili-
ation where those virtues are so sorely 
needed. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

REAPPOINTMENT TO COMMISSION 
ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, effective December 16, 
2019, pursuant to section 2 of the Civil 
Rights Commission Amendments Act 
of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 1975), and the order of 

the House of January 3, 2019, of the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the 
House to the Commission on Civil 
Rights for a term expiring December 
15, 2025: 

Upon the recommendation of the mi-
nority leader: 

Mr. Peter N. Kirsanow, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 7(a) of House Resolution 
758, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SHERMAN) at 4 p.m. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 13, 2019, at 2:33 p.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 23. 
Appointment: 
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Coast Guard 

Academy. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
Cheryl L. Johnson. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2 

(h) of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, I have the honor to 
transmit a sealed envelope received from the 
White House on December 13, 2019, at 3:30 
p.m., and said to contain a message from the 
President whereby he transmits to the Con-
gress legislation and supporting documents 
to implement the United States—Mexico— 
Canada Agreement. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

CHERYL L. JOHNSON, 
Clerk of the House. 
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UNITED STATES—MEXICO—CAN-

ADA AGREEMENT—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116– 
86) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit legislation 

and supporting documents to imple-
ment the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’). The 
Agreement is an important part of my 
Administration’s efforts to rebalance 
trade in North America and to mod-
ernize our trade relationship with Mex-
ico and Canada. The Agreement will 
create significant new opportunities 
for American workers, farmers, ranch-
ers, and businesses by opening markets 
in Canada and Mexico and eliminating 
barriers to United States goods, serv-
ices, and investment. 

Approving this Agreement is in our 
national interest. I look forward to the 
Congress expeditiously approving the 
legislation. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 13, 2019. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 7(b) of House Resolution 
758, the House stands adjourned until 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 14, 
2019. 

Thereupon (at 4 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Saturday, De-
cember 14, 2019, at 10:30 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3297. A letter from the Deputy Secretary of 
the Commission, Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission, transmitting the Commis-
sion’s final rules — Registration and Compli-
ance Requirements for Commodity Pool Op-
erators and Commodity Trading Advisors: 
Registered Investment Companies, Business 
Development Companies, and Definition of 
Reporting Person (RIN: 3038-AE-76-P) re-
ceived December 11, 2019, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

3298. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Reg-
istration and Compliance Requirements for 
Commodity Pool Operators (CPOs) and Com-
modity Trading Advisors: Family Offices and 
Exempt CPOs (RIN: 3038-AE76) received De-
cember 11, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

3299. A letter from the PRAO Branch Chief, 
Food and Nutrition Service, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program: Requirements for Able- 
Bodied Adults Without Dependents [FNS- 
2018-0004] (RIN: 0584-AE57) received December 
11, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

3300. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Public Utility Transmission Rate Changes 
To Address Accumulated Deferred Income 
Taxes [Docket No.: RM19-5-000; Order No.: 
864] received December 11, 2019, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3301. A letter from the Director, Office 
Regulations and Reports Clearance, Social 
Security Administration, transmitting the 
Administration’s final rule — Extension of 
Expiration Dates for Five Body System List-
ings [Docket No.: SSA-2019-0045] (RIN: 0960- 
AI45) received December 11, 2019, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. NEAL: Committee on Ways and Means. 
H.R. 5377. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the limitation on 
deduction of State and local taxes, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
116–345). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. LAMB (for himself and Ms. 
HERRERA BEUTLER): 

H.R. 5428. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 and the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to direct Federal 
research on grid modernization and security, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. STIVERS (for himself and Mrs. 
BEATTY): 

H.R. 5429. A bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to enable greater par-
ticipation by seniors and Medicare bene-
ficiaries in State Medicaid programs for 
working people with disabilities; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. HOYER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCARTHY) (both by request): 

H.R. 5430. A bill to implement the Agree-
ment between the United States of America, 
the United Mexican States, and Canada at-
tached as an Annex to the Protocol Replac-
ing the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addition to the Committees on Edu-
cation and Labor, Natural Resources, For-
eign Affairs, the Judiciary, the Budget, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Financial 
Services, Agriculture, Energy and Com-
merce, and Oversight and Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
and Mr. COLE): 

H.R. 5431. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to provide family and medical 
leave to employees of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL (for her-
self and Ms. PORTER): 

H.R. 5432. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to count toward the de-
termination of full time equivalency for 
graduate medical education under the Medi-
care program time spent in an approved med-
ical residency training program for training 
in culturally and linguistically appropriate 
care; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addition to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. PORTER (for herself and Mr. 
ROSE of New York): 

H.R. 5433. A bill to require the disclosure of 
foreign business interests of senior Govern-
ment officials and their spouses and family 
members, to require the President and Vice 
President to disclose their tax returns, to 
prevent political appointees from receiving 
payments from foreign entities, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform, and in addition to the 
Committees on Ways and Means, and the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. LAMB: 
H.R. 5428. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. STIVERS: 

H.R. 5429. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Mr. HOYER: 

H.R. 5430. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, gives Congress the 

power ‘‘To regulate Commerce with foreign 
Nations . . . .’’ 

By Mr. HASTINGS: 
H.R. 5431. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL: 
H.R. 5432. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. PORTER: 

H.R. 5433. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 19: Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. FULCHER, Mr. 
HICE of Georgia, Mr. SIMPSON, and Mr. ARM-
STRONG. 

H.R. 139: Ms. ADAMS and Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi. 

H.R. 208: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 307: Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. 
H.R. 467: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 561: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 651: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 1042: Mr. PERLMUTTER and Ms. TORRES 

SMALL of New Mexico. 
H.R. 1379: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 1529: Ms. SPANBERGER. 
H.R. 1740: Mr. STIVERS. 
H.R. 1919: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2117: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H.R. 2150: Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 2210: Mr. AGUILAR. 
H.R. 2219: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 2382: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 2464: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 2624: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 2731: Mr. STIVERS and Mr. ROSE of 

New York. 
H.R. 2913: Mr. ROSE of New York. 
H.R. 2986: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 3157: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 3266: Ms. SÁNCHEZ and Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 3414: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 3462: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3465: Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 3495: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3530: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 3536: Mr. AMODEI. 

H.R. 3714: Mr. KATKO. 
H.R. 3735: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 3742: Mr. COX of California. 
H.R. 3794: Mr. KIM. 
H.R. 3851: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, 

Ms. DEAN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. SLOTKIN, and 
Mr. ALLRED. 

H.R. 3960: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 3975: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 4022: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mrs. WAT-

SON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 4078: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 4104: Ms. ADAMS, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-

ESTER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, 
Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. 
MEEKS, Mr. RUSH, Ms. PLASKETT, Mrs. 
HAYES, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. CLYBURN, 
Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. PRESSLEY, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. BEATTY, Mrs. 
LAWRENCE, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 

H.R. 4177: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 4305: Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, Mr. WAL-

DEN, Mr. COLE, Mr. COOK, Mr. BURCHETT, Ms. 
KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma, Mr. ROSE of 
New York, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. ESTES, Mr. 
PALMER, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. KELLER, Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. KUSTOFF of Ten-
nessee, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. FLORES, Mr. 
LONG, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mr. TIMMONS, 
Mr. STEIL, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. SPANO, Ms. 
WILD, Mr. OLSON, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. COMER, Mrs. 
WALORSKI, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. MURPHY of 
North Carolina, Mr. BUCHANAN, and Mr. 
ADERHOLT. 

H.R. 4346: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 4348: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia and Mr. 

RUSH. 
H.R. 4667: Mr. CISNEROS. 

H.R. 4674: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 4705: Ms. SPEIER and Mr. HARDER of 

California. 
H.R. 4864: Ms. MENG, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. 

RUPPERSBERGER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. CAR-
SON of Indiana, and Mr. ESPAILLAT. 

H.R. 4945: Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. 
WESTERMAN, and Ms. STEFANIK. 

H.R. 4986: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 5051: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 5118: Mr. HECK. 
H.R. 5185: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 5231: Mr. NADLER, Mr. ROUDA, and Ms. 

TITUS. 
H.R. 5248: Mr. RASKIN and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 5297: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 5377: Ms. NORTON, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. 

TED LIEU of California, Mr. BROWN of Mary-
land, Mr. PALLONE, Mrs. DAVIS of California, 
and Ms. SPEIER. 

H.R. 5417: Mr. GOSAR and Mr. TIPTON. 
H.R. 5423: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 5424: Ms. NORTON. 
H. Res. 69: Mr. KINZINGER and Mr. KEATING. 
H. Res. 540: Mr. CALVERT and Ms. ADAMS. 
H. Res. 697: Mr. PERRY. 
H. Res. 732: Mr. DESAULNIER and Mr. 

COHEN. 
H. Res. 742: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H. Res. 745: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. RUSH, Mr. 

BEYER, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. JUDY CHU 
of California, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. HAALAND, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 
TRONE, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 

H. Res. 752: Mr. WEBER of Texas, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. COSTA, Mr. TED 
LIEU of California, Mr. ROONEY of Florida, 
and Mr. CHABOT. 

H. Res. 753: Ms. BONAMICI. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 11:45 and 3 seconds 

a.m. and was called to order by the 
Honorable ROGER F. WICKER, a Senator 
from the State of Mississippi. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2019. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ROGER F. WICKER, a 
Senator from the State of Mississippi, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WICKER thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 16, 2019, AT 3 P.M. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands adjourned until 3 p.m. on 
Monday, December 16, 2019. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:45 and 45 
seconds a.m., adjourned until Monday, 
December 16, 2019, at 3 p.m. 
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TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF PAT 
WOOTON 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to the memory of a 
long-time friend and advisor, Mr. Dennis Pat-
rick ‘‘Pat’’ Wooton, one of Buckhorn, Ken-
tucky’s most beloved sons. His experience in 
education, law enforcement, coaching, local 
government operations and politics made him 
one of the most well-known and well-versed 
leaders in the Kentucky River area. It was his 
charming, encouraging and quick-witted per-
sonality that enabled him to become an instant 
friend to everyone he met along the way, and 
I count myself blessed to have been a part of 
his expansive friendship circle. 

When I needed someone to transition field 
operations in Eastern Kentucky from my Con-
gressional Office in Hazard, Pat Wooton was 
my top choice. As the former Pen-y County 
Sheriff, Pat was one of the first leaders in law 
enforcement to partner with Operation UNITE. 
He was determined to impact the prescription 
drug abuse epidemic that first ravaged our re-
gion 20 years ago. During a time when the 
stigma surrounding drug abuse paralyzed our 
communities, Pat stood strong in the face of 
adversity, standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
Operation UNITE to save lives and transform 
our region. 

No one knew or loved the intricate facets of 
Perry County and life in the mountains, more 
than he did. As my Eastern Kentucky field 
man, Pat worked directly with local leaders 
across more than a dozen counties, bridging 
communications and funding resources for 
vital projects like infrastructure expansions, 
roadway enhancements, local emergency dis-
aster response, economic development 
projects, and much more. His advocacy for im-
proving communities in Eastern Kentucky was 
inspiring. When Pat entered a meeting, no one 
had to guess where he was from, because the 
City of Buckhorn was always at the top of his 
list for project needs. Naturally, when he re-
tired from his post in my Congressional office, 
he served as mayor of his hometown. 

Pat thrived on serving others throughout his 
entire life, starting in the Vietnam War, when 
the U.S. Anny honored him with several serv-
ice medals, including the Bronze Star. After 
returning to American soil, he dedicated his 
service to educating and coaching students at 
Buckhorn High School, where he became one 
of the most highly respected and loved prin-
cipals in the school’s history. He took edu-
cation to a new level, focusing as much on 
mentoring and inspiring young people, as he 
did teaching textbook material. 

Whether he was serving on local community 
boards, coaching young athletes, enhancing 
education and law enforcement in one of the 
most rural parts of the country, or simply 
meeting someone for the first time, Pat 

Wooton made a lasting impression on every-
one he encountered. His ability to recite mem-
orable Eastern Kentucky expressions stirred 
many smiles and laughs over the years 
among friends and associates. 

As we remember our dear friend, may we 
carry forward Pat’s legacy of service and kind-
ness in the years to come. My wife, Cynthia 
and I, extend our deepest sympathy to his 
wife, Veda, their children, grandchildren, and 
all those who were blessed to know and love 
such a great man. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT H. DOWN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of Robert H. Down Elementary 
School, which has been recognized as a 2019 
National Blue Ribbon School for fostering an 
engaging, community-oriented learning envi-
ronment for students on the central coast of 
California. 

Robert Down School has created a dynamic 
learning environment with an educational phi-
losophy that emphasizes academic enrichment 
through community engagement and individ-
ualized learning objectives, catered to the 
emotional, social, and academic needs of 
each of its students. In addition to a rigorous 
academic curriculum, Robert Down Elemen-
tary features programs that promote learning 
in social-emotional studies, character develop-
ment, STEAM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, Mathematics), foreign languages, 
vocal and instrumental music, journalism, vis-
ual/performing arts, and other subjects to pro-
vide students with a robust and multifaceted 
learning experience. 

In 2018, with the help of dedicated staff, 
courageous leadership, supportive family, and 
engaged community, all students and signifi-
cant student groups scored in the highest 
band of academic performance for both 
English Language Arts and Mathematics on 
the California Assessment of Student Perform-
ance and Progress—a testament to Robert 
Down School’s deep commitment to fostering 
a comprehensive, transformative learning ex-
perience for all of its students. 

Robert Down School is setting the bar for 
academic intervention programs across the 
country. The intervention program, which is 
fluid and adapts to students’ individual needs, 
works both within the general education class-
room and outside the core curricula time, in 
the community and at home, to ensure that all 
students are set on a path of academic suc-
cess. Students enter reading, writing, and/or 
mathematics intervention based on diagnostic 
information, analysis of assessments, evalua-
tion of the student’s daily performance in the 
classroom, and teacher consultation. Students 
are given benchmark assessments three times 

a year and are provided with monthly progress 
monitoring to ensure the program’s criteria is 
responsive to the ever-evolving needs of its 
students. 

The teachers and staff at Robert Down 
School are deeply committed to developing 
bright and high-achieving students. Madam 
Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
recognizing the achievement and hard work of 
Robert H. Down Elementary School and their 
well-deserved recognition as a 2019 National 
Blue Ribbon School. 

f 

HONORING COMMANDER MICHAEL 
D. CASSADY 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work of a public servant who has 
spent his life in service to our country, Com-
mander Michael D. Cassady. On March 1, 
2020 he will retire from the United States 
Navy after nearly thirty-five years of active 
duty service. 

Commander Cassady, a native of 
Millersport, Ohio, began his military career at 
the Naval Training Center, San Diego, Cali-
fornia as a Seaman Recruit. During tours in 
the Philippines, Diego Garcia, Maryland, and 
Connecticut, Commander Cassady also dedi-
cated time to pursue off-duty education at the 
University of Maryland, University College in 
1991. He then received his commission as an 
Ensign, Medical Service Corps, United States 
Navy in 1993. Commander Cassady utilized 
his degree to better his community by sup-
porting the health of his fellow 
servicemembers during tours in Iceland, 
Japan, Thailand, Australia, and Virginia. 

In 2006, Commander Cassady deployed to 
Baghdad, Iraq to support combat operations 
as the Civil Affairs Public Health Section Lead, 
Multi-National Division. He later embarked on 
two tours of duty as the Environmental Health 
Officer, U.S. Naval Hospital Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba and U.S. Naval Hospital Naples, Italy. 

A firm believer in the importance of edu-
cation, Commander Cassady earned a Master 
of Science in Management from Troy State 
University, a Master of Public Health from The 
Ohio State University, a Master of Arts in Na-
tional Security and Strategy from the Naval 
War College, and a Master of Science in Edu-
cation from Old Dominion University. 

He and his family have made incredible sac-
rifices and contributions in defense of our 
great nation. Endless support comes from his 
wife Rohini, and their children Rhyan, 
Kassandra, Briana, and David, and we owe 
them an additional debt of gratitude. 

There is no doubt his contributions have 
made our community, Ohio, and our nation a 
better place. I offer my congratulations, and 
sincere appreciation, to Commander Cassady 
for his service. I wish him all the best in his 
next chapter. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FAA 

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the FAA family and Medical 
Leave Act. This legislation will ensure that em-
ployees of the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) are extended the same paid parental 
leave benefits afforded to other government 
employees under the conference report for the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 
Fiscal Year 2020. 

The conference report to the NDAA, which 
was announced earlier this week and passed 
in the House of Representatives Wednesday 
evening, secured a critical provision for federal 
employees that will provide 12 weeks of paid 
parental leave in the case of birth, adoption, or 
fostering. The provision will help the federal 
government retain talent and remain competi-
tive with private industry. 

Unfortunately, this section was drafted to 
apply to Title 5 only, which has resulted in 
FAA employees being left out of this very im-
portant benefit. More than 35,000 federal em-
ployees across our nation are responsible for 
managing air traffic control, aircraft, and air-
port safety. I believe we must move quickly to 
address this oversight and ensure that FAA 
employees receive the paid parental leave 
benefits they rightly deserve under the NDAA 
agreement. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to introduce 
this measure and urge this body to provide for 
its immediate consideration. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ALFRED PRESTON 
‘‘WHITEY’’ BIRDWELL’S 101ST 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize and celebrate the 101st birthday of 
a remarkable Purple Heart recipient and out-
standing member of the Eighth Congressional 
District of Texas, Mr. Alfred Birdwell, or 
‘‘Whitey.’’ 

Born on November 18, 1918, Whitey was 
the second of six boys in his family and grew 
up on a farm in Minden, Texas. He had a tra-
ditional East Texas upbringing, from growing 
crops and raising animals to hunting with his 
family. Though he traveled the world while 
training for and serving in World War II, 
Whitey has remained a lifelong Texan. 

In 1940, Whitey married his first wife, Edith 
Husband. Together, they had two children be-
fore basic training. While at training in 1945, 
he received a letter that their infant child, 
Jimmy, was sick and passed away. He went 
home to help his family through the tragic loss 
and returned to training more motivated than 
ever to serve his country. Edith and Whitey 
would end up having seven beautiful children 
together before Edith’s passing on August 8, 
1960. 

Whitey began his service in the Army on 
May 26, 1944. He served as a Medium Tank 

Crewman to the 3rd Armored Division, 3rd 
Regiment and drove the lead tank. Whitey 
quickly became known for his quick wit and 
expert rifle skills, and soon became friends 
with his commanding officer, Colonel 
Lovelady, who he was charged with protecting 
during battle. The two bonded over morning 
coffee and would often joke, ‘‘Do you think this 
cup will carry us to Berlin?’’ 

Whitey earned the nickname ‘‘Crazy Texan’’ 
for his actions under fire throughout his serv-
ice. During a mortar barrage, his assistant 
tank driver sat up out of the tank to try to get 
a better vantage point but was instead hit by 
the incoming fire. Whitey grabbed him and 
ducked into a foxhole, getting hit by the mortar 
barrage himself. Stubborn and hard-headed as 
ever, he insisted on fighting although he was 
wounded. Whitey was sent to the hospital 
after the battle, and was later awarded a Pur-
ple Heart for the incident. 

In the 1960s, Whitey worked in Texas City. 
While dining at a local restaurant, he met 
Patsy Grimes. The two married later that year 
and blended their families, raising their 11 chil-
dren in one household. Although the family 
was large and the house was always hectic, 
life as a Birdwell was full of love and laughter. 
Shortly after celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2015, Patsy fell ill and passed 
away. 

Anyone that knows Whitey can testify that 
he’s never lost his energetic spirit. Last year, 
he decided to celebrate his 100th birthday 
walking a mile. The event garnered so much 
attention that he decided to turn his birthday 
celebration into a charity event, and success-
fully raised hundreds of dollars for the Blinded 
Veterans Association and the Brazos Valley 
Veterans Memorial, two causes close to his 
heart. 

His service to our country, compassion for 
others and joy for life serves as true example 
for us all. I am proud to join his 18 grand-
children, 46 great grandchildren, 9 great great 
grandchildren, and the entire Eighth Congres-
sional District of Texas in wishing Whitey a 
happy 101st birthday. 

f 

ANITA SMITH—AN AMAZING HERO 
IN THE GLOBAL FIGHT AGAINST 
HIV–AIDS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
Anita Smith is a woman who has made a re-
markable and lasting contribution to the global 
battle against HIV/AIDS, who along with her 
husband, Shepherd, was instrumental in ral-
lying the faith-based community—in particular, 
evangelical Christians—to the cause. 

She has been heralded as an ‘‘early voice’’ 
within the Christian community calling for the 
need to bring God’s love and tangible assist-
ance to those stricken by a disease which all 
too often—particularly in the developing 
world—led to a wasting away of the body, a 
social ostracism and a lonely death. 

Anita began her HIV/AIDS work in 1986 with 
Americans for a Sound AIDS/HIV Policy, 
which became the Children’s AIDS Fund in 
1996. Vulnerable children were a special focus 
of her ministry, and to give one example of 

that, in one year alone her Holiday Gift Pro-
gram sent over 10,000 presents to AIDS-im-
pacted kids living here in the United States. 

Knowing that the call to be one’s brother’s 
keeper knows no boundries, Anita expanded 
her work overseas, particularly to Africa. Hav-
ing become the President of Children’s AIDS 
Fund International—or CAFl—in 1996, she 
opened CAFI’s first clinic in Africa in 2002. Ul-
timately she established fifteen clinics in 
Uganda, South Africa, Zambia and Malawi. 

Serving along with Louis Sullivan as the co- 
chair of President George W. Bush’s Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council for HIV/AIDS from 
2002 to 2006, Anita was also there—and a te-
nacious advocate—when President Bush un-
dertook one of his greatest lifeworks, the 
United States President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR. Anita was not only 
instrumental in garnering Christian support for 
PEPFAR, but in many respects helped lead 
the way, as her Africa work was already a 
shining example of how the faith-based com-
munity was effectively responding to the global 
pandemic. 

At that time I was serving as chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs Africa and Global 
Health subcommittee, and I saw first hand 
Anita’s passion, wisdom, efficacy and commit-
ment. Hers was the voice of wise counsel and 
compassion, which helped guide not only the 
White House, USAID and Congress but my 
subcommittee as well as we oversaw the work 
of PEPFAR and USAID. 

In 2006, my wife Marie and I joined Anita 
and Shepherd and Marilyn and Ray Ruddy on 
a trip to Uganda and we saw firsthand how 
her work was helping to prevent HIV for many 
while bringing healing and hope to those in-
fected. 

Today, those clinics which Anita founded 
serve over 100,000 HIV patients. Anita’s clin-
ics have had a reputation for the high reten-
tion of patients, high engagement of males— 
which is oftentimes a hard-to-reach segement 
of the population in Africa—high adherence to 
courses of medication treatment and high mo-
rale. 

In sum, more than simply being an early 
voice, Anita’s was a powerful voice which con-
sistently responded ‘‘Here I am, Lord,’’—I am 
available—when she heard the appeal ‘‘Whom 
shall I send?’’ 

Anita’s lifework is an exemplification of Mat-
thew 25—‘‘when I was sick you looked after 
me.’’ 

Anita Smith is an amazing hero in the global 
fight against HIV/AIDS. 

Thank you—I say again thank you—Anita. 
f 

CELEBRATING HARLAN FRANK 
PLUMMER ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District to celebrate Mr. Harlan 
Frank Plummer as he celebrates his 100th 
birthday. 

For over a century, Mr. Plummer has cho-
sen to serve, to lead, and to make his commu-
nity a better place. For over thirty-six years he 
served in the United States Army Air Corps 
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and Air Force, ultimately earning the rank of 
E–8. I extend my appreciation to Mr. Plummer 
for his sacrifices in order to protect our free-
doms in Alaska, Seoul, and Da Nang during 
World War II, the Korean War, and the Viet-
nam War. 

Following this extensive service, Mr. Plum-
mer continued to dedicate his time and energy 
to support his fellow veterans by volunteering 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs Vol-
untary Service Program for over thirty-seven 
years. From his time as a Veterans Affairs 
Voluntary Service Representative, Mr. Plum-
mer has spent over 11,000 hours going be-
yond the call of duty to help others lead mean-
ingful lives. 

To quantify Mr. Plummer’s impact is nearly 
impossible. His enthusiasm is contagious, his 

determination and dedication to service is in-
spiring to all those he meets. I can say, with-
out a doubt, that all of Ohio, our nation, our 
world is a better place because of his leader-
ship. 

I wish to congratulate Mr. Harlan Frank 
Plummer on his 100th birthday and convey my 
most sincere appreciation for his service to 
our nation. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM BURCHETT 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to attend the vote series on December 
12, 2019 due to health concerns. If I was 
present, I would have voted the following 
ways: Walden Amendment No. 1–YES; 
O’Halleran Amendment No. 5–NO; Gottheimer 
Amendment No. 7–NO; Luria Amendment No. 
10–NO; Cunningham Amendment No. 11–NO; 
Republican Motion to Recommit–YES; and 
Passage of H.R. 3—Fewer Cures and More 
Government Price Control Act–NO. 
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Friday, December 13, 2019 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
The Senate met at 11:45:03 a.m. in pro forma ses-

sion, and adjourned at 11:45:45 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
on Monday, December 16, 2019. 

Committee Meetings 
No committee meetings were held. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 6 public 
bills, H.R. 5428–5433 were introduced.     Page H10262 

Additional Cosponsors:                                     Page H10263 

Report Filed: A report was filed today as fol-
lows: 

H.R. 5377, to amend the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 to modify the limitation on deduction of 
State and local taxes, and for other purposes, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 116–345).                    Page H10262 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Bass to act as Speaker pro 
tempore for today.                                                   Page H10261 

Commission on Civil Rights—Reappointment: 
The Chair announced the Speaker’s reappointment, 
effective December 16, 2019, of the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House to the Commission 
on Civil Rights for a term expiring December 15, 
2025, upon the recommendation of the Minority 
Leader: Mr. Peter N. Kirsanow of Cleveland, Ohio. 
                                                                                          Page H10261 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:02 p.m. and re-
convened at 4 p.m.                                                  Page H10261 

Presidential Message: Read a message from the 
President wherein he transmitted to Congress legis-

lation and supporting documents to implement the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement—referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means and ordered 
to be printed (H. Doc. 116–86).                     Page H10262 

Senate Referral: S. Con. Res. 23 was held at the 
desk.                                                                                Page H10261 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the 
House today appears on page H10261. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay 
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were 
no quorum calls. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 noon and ad-
journed at 4:02 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee concluded 
a markup on H. Res. 755, the ‘‘Articles of Impeach-
ment Against President Donald J. Trump’’. H. Res. 
755 was ordered reported, as amended. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 14, 2019 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

3 p.m., Monday, December 16 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration 
of the conference report to accompany S. 1790, National 
Defense Authorization Act, and vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture thereon at 5:30 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10:30 a.m., Saturday, December 14 

House Chamber 

Program for Saturday: House will meet in Pro Forma 
session at 10:30 a.m. 
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